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Satire’s my weapon ; but I’m too discreet 
To run a.muck and tilt at all I meet: 


( 








| I only wear it ina land of Hectors, 
| Thieves, supercargoes, sharpers, and directors.—POPE. 
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MURDER!!! 


Their pallid spectres —‘* thunder-tongued shal! plead, 


‘* Against the deep damnation of the deed!” 





_ WE can searcely command our feelings on the topic 
which is imperiously forced upon our consideration. The 
public has been insulted by the deliberate sacrifice of three 
wretched individuals : and Lord Sidmouth has been the of- 
ficiating priest at the altar of our i:furiate Moloch. The 
public must speak, and speak in thunder, to the feelings of 
this heartless man, While we bestow upon him the epithet that 
connects him with our species, we blush tor the degradation 
to which it is exposed.‘ Mercy disowns him, and human- 
itv shudders at the deed.” The merit of the act is all 
his own: aud his coronet ought for ever to be emblazoned 
with cypress dipped in the blood which he has so uselessly 
shed upon the ground. It appears tou us that he has com- 
mitted an ACT OF TREASON, by presuming to exercise a 
prerogative belonging solely and exclusively to the crown, 
and which the Crown has no power to delegate to another. 

Lord Sidmouth has dared to take upon himself the re- 
sponsibility of life or death—has dared to assume the power 
of the monarch, and to assert that such power has been de- 
legated to him, We must therefore bow with reverence to 
King Sidmouth! We must prostrate ourselves before King 
Sidmouth? We must supplicate the merey of Wing Sid- 
mouth; and humbly bend before this head gaoler, in the ad- 
ditional capacity of PRINCIPAL HANGMAN of the land. 
Of what contemptible materials can kings be made, when 
this man is deemed competent to the exercise of the func- 
tions of royalty! What reasons the Regent might have, to 
decline himself attending to the petitions of his subjects, we 
cannot pretend to ascertain. If the situation he is supposed 
to fill, require more exertion than he is able or willing to be- 
stow, let him resign it altogether. He is sufficiently paid 
for all he ought to do; and many, for a hundredth part 
of what he costs the nation, would willingly give all their 
fame, and all their talents, to the state. Of the Jaiter, we 
do not mean to insinuate the prince has much to give, or to 
withhold, but his time belongs to us. We buy it; and buy 
it dearly; and upon such occasions as the present, when 
we have a right to demand it, we are stopped at the cflice 
of Lord Sidmouth, and are told, that it is useless lo present 
any petition to the monarch! that it is all referred to him! 
—that he is to determine upon the merits of the petition !— 
that he is to be the arbiter of life and death! by the author- 
ity of a letter from the Prince Regent! , 
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Make a general conflagration of all your statutes, and 
enactments! light bonfires with your constitution!) Lord 
Sidmouth stands in the stead ofall. He is the alpha and 
omega of the system, by the delegation of the Prince! 
Whatever blame may attach itself to the conduct of the 
Regeut, it rests only on the head of Sidmouth, He is one of 
the confidential advisers of the crown—he cannot plead 
ignorance in his behalf-—he must be content to stand or fall 
by his own voluntary deed! If the prince offered him a 
power, which he had no right to receive, he should have 
refused. When the petition was referred to him, he should 
have told his master, it was not addressed to a secretary of 
state! that the law gave a secretary of state no power to 
pardon, or to hang!—that it was the duty of the monarch, 
to weigh and determine himself upon the merits of the 
petition affecting the lives of his subjects—that the humanity 
of a secretary of state, who was on intimate terms with the 
prosecutors, was not the source from which mercy would 
have been solicited for the prisoners. 

To put the public in complete possession of the circum- 
stances, we will insert a series of documents, which will 
leave no doubt on the mind of any, as to what opinion 
should be formed upon the executions of yesterday. 

Three men were last week selected from the almost count- 
less number under sentence for passing bad notes; aud 
ordered for execution, Instead of being cases peculiar fer 
their atrocity, they were decidedly the reverse; and the 
shocking partiality of the proposed example agitated the 
public in an almost unprecedented degree. No one believed 
there existed any real intention to hang them until Saturday 
last ; when some enquiries at Newgate convinced severa! gen- 
tlemen that it was really intended to disgrace the justice 
of the country by their execution. 

A petition was sent from the Ward of Cripplegate on 
Saturday to the Prince Regent, requesting a re-consideration 
of the case; and on Monday a Meeting was held in the 
Ward of Bread Street, to petition against the atrocious 
perversion of the law which it was feared would be exhibited, 
At this meeting the following petition was unanimously 
adopted :— 


To his Royal Highness George Prince of Wales, Regent of 
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Irctand, 


The Inhabitants of the Ward of Bread Street, in the City of 
London, humbly, but earnestly, solicit the humane attention of 
your Royal Highness to the cases of the three unfortunate indi- 
viduals now under orders for execution on Tuesday next, in the 
raol of Newgale, for the crime of uitering forged notes. 

It appears to your petitioners, that upon a revisal of the cir- 
cumstances under which Win.iam Wecer and Georcr Casuman 
have been convicted, your Royal Highness will be induced to be- 
lieve they have been the victims of a base conspiracy on the part 
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of the witnesses for the prosecution; who, taking advantage of 
the surreptitious mode in which evidence is sought after by the 
agents for the Bank, have fabricated the charges against them ; or 
at least have been the. principal prompters of she offence, which 
they have pretended to detect. - 

That the characters of the witnesses for the prosecution are 
such as to entitle them to no credits; the one, Ann Fran, being 
cénfessedly employed and paid by the Bank to entrap others into 
.the utterance of forged notes, for which offence her husband is 
now under sentence of transportation, and whose pardon 1s the 
evident reward at which the aims, (if she be not tanght to expect 
it) for the destruction of these men, by her evidence. The other, Jo- 
seru Guy, is an indvidual who, having abandoned his wife, lives 
ina Criminal connection with the sister of Aun Fear, the other 
witness; and he 1s supplied with money by the father of the pros- 
titute with whom he cohabits:—so that the most charitable inter- 
pretation of his testimony is, that it was given with a view to 
obtain the pardon of the husband of his fellow witness, who is 
also the son of the man who supplies him with money, and the 
brother of the woman for whom he has abandoned his wife. 

The close connection of these parties, if it do not absolutely 
prove the existence of a conspiracy against the individuals under 
orders for execution is, of such a nature as to destroy all the cre- 
dibility of their evidence ; the depositions of beth can only be 
considered as a concerted tale, which the presence of the witnesses 
in court during the whole of the trial, enabled them to repeat 
without variation. 

Your Royal Highness will perceive on a review of the evidence. 
that there is no corroboration of any part of the testimony of 
these interested witnesses: and if the prisoners are exccu'ed, they 
will be sacrificed to a conspiracy similar to that which would have 
led the three unfortunate Irishmen to the scaffold, but for the 
hanpy discovery of the machinations of Pelham, Brock, and 
Vaughan, even at the very moment when theice crime was on the 
verge of consummation by the death of their unhappy dupes. 

In the case of Joun Driscorr, it is necessary that your Royal 
Highness should be informed that the allegations in the indictment 
are not proved; the offence being said to have been committed in 
one patish, while the depositions relate to another. By the spirit 
of the Eaglish law the accused is entitled to have every doubt or 
inaccuracy interpreted in his favor, and your petitioners humbly 
hope that your Royal Highness will not suffer this individual to be 
a first exception to such merciful interpretation; the more parti- 
cularly as the public hostility to the law on which he has been 
convicted is growing hourly more decided, from the constantly 
repeated proofs of its absolute inutility asa preventive of the of- 
fence ; and its conscqucut cruet'y, asa vindictive persecution of 
the individuals. 

Your petitiovers therefore humbly pray that your Royal High- 
mess will be pleased to take the case into your Royal consideration, 
and to rescue the criminal jurisprudence of our country from the 
imputations which will be unavoidably cast upon its character, 
should these unfortunate individuals be executed with so many 
reasons for believing them rather the dupes of villainy, than the 
victims of personal depravity. 

Aud your petitioners will ever pray. 


Signed by the Chairman and about seventy tinhabitants.—To be 
presented by the Deputy, Chairman, Mover, and Seconder. 


A deputation was appointed to wait upon Lord Sidmouth 
with the petition; and, if becessary to post to Brighton, to 
lay it before the Megent. And, to give lis lordship every 
possible inducement to forward the petition, the following 
letter to himself was directed to be presented, signed by 
the chairman on behalf of the meeting. 


fo Lord Viscount Sidmouth, S: cretary of Stale for the 


Llome Department, 
Mi Lorn, 


We are requested to put into your hands the en- 
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closed petition of the Inhabitants of the Ward of Bread Street, in 
the city of London, to his Royal tighness the Prince Regent; to 
stay the execution of the three unfortunate individuals ordered for 
execution on Tuesday the 15th tast. The short period left between 
them and the fate which the public have the strongest reasons to 
believe undeserved, renders it necessary that they should urge and 
iniplore your lordship to lose not a moment in laying before his 
Royal Highness the enclosed petition. Should it be impossible to 
take the opinion of his Royal Highness upon the case, in suflicient 
time to prevent the execution, whieh they have reason to think 
will, should it take place, be characterised as a barbarous murder, 
your official situation enables you at least to defer the fatal catas- 
trophe, untila more accurate review of the testimoay be taken, 
than it is possible can yet have been entertained. 

The recent verdicts upon the same subject, have considerably 
agitated the public mind ; and it was hoped that no other useless 
sacrifices would have been made, without some revision of the 
law. But besides this, there is strong reason to believe, nay it is 
almost demonstrated, that two of the individuals, Cashman and 
Weller, have been the victims of a conspiracy as base as the ma- 
lignant artifices of Brock, Pelham, and Vaughan ; who, but for the 
happy discovery, made almost at the foot of the scaffold, would 
have legally murdered the three unfortunate Irisamen capitally 
convicted of forging hase coin. 

Your Lordship will perceive that the evidence against these two 
unfortunate men, is confined to Ann Fear, a tampering witness, 
confessedly employed by the Bank, whose husband is under sen- 
tence of transportation for the same offence for which she wishes to 
destroy others, to obtain no doubt, the liberation of her husband : 
—aod to Joseph Guy.a man who has abandoned his own wife, and 
livesin a state of adultery with the sister of Ann Fear, whose father 
athe father also of the man under sentence of transportation) is 
stated by Guy himself te supply him with money, doubtless to in- 
terest Guy in the liberation of his sons; and Guy has besides, t 
bias his testimony iv favour of her brother, the solicitation of the 
prostitute with whom he lives. To this fainily compact, we have 
no hesitation in believing that Cashinan aud Weller have been the 
victims; as no coroborating evidence appears. 

Your Lordship, it is hoped, will also notice, that the facts stated 
in evidenee against Driscoll, do uot correspond with the sllegations 
of the indictment ; and your Lordship’s known humanity and sense 
of justice is confidently relied upon for placing these circunstances 
in their true light before His Royal Highness the Prince Regent; 
whose humane and benevolent disposition would revolt at the ide: 
of signiug the death warrant of mea whose guilt ts at least doubt- 
ful. We are, &c. 


M. W. Boyer, Chairman 9n behalf of the Meeting. 


The contents of these documents, we contend, are suth 
cient to have had a better effect; and if it had uot been de- 
termined, at all events, to destroy the unfortuaate beings, 
the execution would have been delayed. [tis impossible to 
believe, that the Frince Regent could have been so barbarons 
has to hurry ona public execution, for fear that it should be 
proved unjust. ft is ampossible that the father of the state 
could have murdered lis offending children, while there was 
a doubt of ther guilt; upon the testimony of wretches of 
whose euilt there is uo doubt, 

- he allegations in the petition are of such a nature, as to 
make us shudder to reflect upon their atrocity. “The slight- 
est enquiry would have demonstrated them to be true, and, 
if true, must in the language of the inhabitants of Bread 
Street, characterize the execution as a © bardarvus murder 2° 
The Deputation were fully prepared to Justify the contents 
of their petition. ‘They were furnished with information 
where all the proofs were to be to be obtained, by a letter 
sent to the meeting, of which we present our readers with a 


=?) 
copy. 
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GENTLEMEN, 

I nave learnt from the newspapers, that there is a meeting held 
this day at Gerrard’s Hall, to take into consideration the fate of 
the prisoners who arc doomed to die to-morrow, and in conse- 
quence of which | bave taken the liberty to lay before you, geutle- 
men, the base characters of the informers:—viz. that Mrs. Fears 
and her husband have beew sad characters for years. Her husband 
has been tried twice at Kingston, once for hog stealing, and the 
other for horse stealing, before he was tried at the Old Bailey, 
for passing bad notes, and is now transported. Mrs. Fears, the in- 
former, has been an accomplice with him. A young man of the 
name of ———, who frequents my house, told me that Mrs. Fears 
wanted to persuade his sister to go along with her to the shops, 
and pass bad notes, as it would be a great benefit to her. Mrs, 
Fears’ character is well known about Clapham, Battersea and 
Wandsworth, and the more enquiry you may make, the worse 
you will find it; and, in my opinion, her evidence ought not to be 
taken. A Mr. Guy, abutcher, is another of the same party ; he 
has deserted his wife and children at Wandsworth, and lives with 
Mrs. Fears, sister-in-law to Mrs. Fears the informer ; by inquiry at 
Wandsworth into his character for badness, you will hear more 
about it than I can inform you. A William Underwood, is ano- 
ther of the same party, and comes from Garrett Lane, Wandsworth, 
and who perjured himself at the Old Bailey, by swearing he was a 
calico printer ;—he is no calico printer, but what is called a groffer, 
or labourcr in the calico grounds, and sometimes a labourer in the 
copper mills; he turned a wheel for the plate printers to work, 
what they call a horse, or a labourer; and there is now a warrant 
out against this same William Underwood, for poaching in Lord 
Spencer's park; it is in the hands of Thomas Meedes, constable, 
at Garrett Lane, Wandsworth ; and there are many other things 1 
could say against him. My opinion is, Gentlemen, that they are 
all bad characters, and their words not to be taken, where men’s 
lives are concerned. I have seen some of them together, two or 
three times, conversing, and it is my opinion that such characters 
would swear to any thing. Gentlemen, you have no occasion to 
publish my name, unless you think it is necessary. 1 know no- 
thing of the prisoners, I never saw any of them in my life, and 
my wriling you these lines is merely by secing the account in the 
Newspapers. lam, Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient and humble Servant, 

“Monday Morning, 14, Dec. 1818. 

The signature of this letter is not given, lest the party should 
be subjected to the revenge of the Bank agents, and the sup- 
porter: of their nefarious system. Lord Sidmouth had every 
proof that could be given, of the infamy of the wretches, upon 
whose hired evidence he was about to destroy three individuals! 
and whom he refused to respite even for a day, that there might 
be no excuse for the crim ! We read the following Report of 
the Deputation with horror! The blood almost chilled in our 
veins, as we traced the unfeeling sentiments, and evasive cruelty 
of the minister. He Care not sav, that the circumstances de- 
tailed in the petition had been represented to the councils, or to 
the regent; but he dare take upon himself to destroy men not 
more guilty than himse!f. Poor deluded, entrapped, unwary 
men! there ts no Lill of indemnity tor your crimes; but your 
executioner is safe in his violations of the law. 
indemnity, to prevent the punishment of fis misdeeds ! 
may sip securely, There is no law to reach his errors. 
above the law, and denies others justice. 





Ile 
lie ts 


The Report of the deputation from a meeting of the Inhabitants of 
the Ward of Bread Street, held at Gerrard’s Hall, Basine Lane, 
on Menday, the 14th of December, to Petition the Prince Re- 
gent to celay the execution of the three men in Newgate, who 
are appointed to be hanged to-morrow the both inst. 

Tue following statement is the substance of the conversation held 

with his Lordship, on putting the petition and letter into his hand, 

which his Lordship secmed to read with atlention. After he had 
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gone through them hoth, he desired Mr. Clive to fetch him a fetter 
received from the Prince Regent, in answer to a similar petition 
from the Ward of Cripplegate, and which his Lordship read to us, 
the substance of which leiter was, that His Royal Highness left the 
matter entirely to him, Lord Sidmouth, not doubting but his Lord- 
ship woyld do what was right under all the circumstances of the 
case. His Lordship then addressed the Deputation in substance as 
follows: First he stated, afterthe letler of His Royal Highness the 
Prince Regent, referring the case entirely to him, that he should 
take che whole responsibility on himself, and that he could not in 
his conscience give any hope for delaying their execution. One 
of the gentlemen present put it as a question to his Lordship, if 
there could be any possible injury to public justice, if the execu- 
tion was only delayed ‘till Friday; as by that time they would engage 
to furnish proofs to his Lordship, that the evidence on which the 
poor unfortunate men were convicted, was that of the very basest 
wretches that exist, «nd there wasthe strongest presumptive proof 
that Weller was the vicuiim ofa base conspiracy of Ann Fear, and 
the other witness Guy. 

To this question, his Lordship replied, he did not feel himself 
obliged to answer! His Lordship then stated, their cases had been 
under the serious consideration of the Lord Chaneellor aad Coun- 
cil, and that there was nothing tn their favour to give any hope of 
delaying the execution of their sentence. One of the gentlemen 
referred his Lordship to the circumstance ef the three poor Irish- 
men,whose blood had been nearly shed by the villainous conspiracy 
of Brock, Pelham, and Vaughan, aud thaé delay in that case saved 
the lives of these poor innocent men. His Lordship replied, that 
he took as active a partin that business as those who made a great 
noise about it, but their's was a diflerent case. A gentleman again 
observed, that this was a case of mere humanity, that the poblie 
feeling was strong and unanimous against this sacrifice, —that the 
feeling of the British public seldom erred in_ the cause of common 
humanity, and that one could not walk along the street without 
hearing this feeling loudly expressed against the execution of these 
men, convicted on the evidence of such moustrous villains. His 
Lordship said he was not to be deterred by strong language from 
doing that which he felt to be hls duty 5 and that it was quite im- 
possible but he must feel as deeply as others the painful duty he 
felt himself obliged to perform, in the execution of these poor 
men. His Lordship was then asked by the deputation if they must 
be under the painful necessity of reporting this as his Lordship’s 
answer; to which he replied, he gould give no other than is con- 
tained in the substance of this conversation as now stated, the whole 
tenor of which was, that his Lordship refused granting the prayer 
of the Petition to His Royal Highness the Prince Regent, which 
was merely to DeLay the execution a few days, to afford time to 
furnish full and substantial proof of the base and infamous charac- 
ters of the two wilnesses, and to get the necessary proofs of the 
cruel and diabolical conspiracy by which they have been con- 
victed, M. W. BOYLE. 


From this report we gather that the fate of the anbappy 
victims was irretrievably sealed: —that some influence which 
can easily be guessed at, bad been at work—and that the 
Bank was bent upon consolidating its interest at a still fur- 
ther expence of life. All the partizans of the system were 
alarmed. ‘The Courier exclaimed —** if the Juries were 
licht in their recent verdicts of acquittal, all those who had 
been executed, were murdered!” ‘They were so, not by the 
Juries, but by an unjust daw, and inercenary and interested 
prosecutions. ‘The nonsense, that juries are bound to carry 
into eflect all the mass of absurdity, that proceeds from St. 
Stepien’s, is not even yet sufficiently exploded. A judge 
said, very coolly, on the bench, the other day, ‘ this is the 
law; and whatever we think of it, neither you vor TP can 
do otherwise than the law prescribes’ He might as well have 
said, that if our parliamentary jugglers enacted a law, which al- 
lowed them to murder any one they met with, juries would be 





bound to acquit them, because they had acted according to law) 
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An unjust law is NO LAW, and ought not to influence juries to 
do wrong. They are responsible for all their verdicts to the 
Gop OF JUSTICE; and at the bar of heaven, it will be in vain 
to plead the clauses of an English statute, as a justification of 
murder, This is not harsh language. The reply of the king, 
when requested to pardon Dr. Dodd, was, that if he was par- 
doned, all who had been executed for the same offence would 
have been murdered. A partial law is a disgrace to justice: and 
while hundreds of utterers of forged notes are allowed to escape 
the penalty of the law, all who are made to undergo that pe- 
nalty are unjustly put to death; and before a higher than an 
earthly tribunal, the offence will not be deemed the less, because 
it is shared by many, and justified by a perverted statute. But 
the present case has no palliating circumstances. It is of 
the most horrid complexion which can be conceived; and 
public meetings ought to be convened to inform Lord Sid- 
mouth what is every where expressed of his conduct, ‘This 
is acase of common humanity. Every one is interested. 
No difference of opinion exists, Shame! Shame! and 
Murder! are every where the cry. Delay only was asked, 
and that was refused, and refused by Sidmouth, upon his 
own responsibility! May he find that responsibility as heavy 
as the crime he has committed! May the spectres of his 
victims be constantly before his eyes! May his sleep never 
again be tranquil, until he atones for his fault by laying down 
an othice he is every way unqualified to fill. The interceptor 
of the prayer for mercy—the refuser of tiie means of detect- 
ing conspiracy, and saving innocence—the indemnified vio- 
lator of the law—ought not to mock the duties of an offieial 
situation. It is only in oblivion he can escape condemnation 
—contempt is his only refuge from hatred. Even his friends 
startle at his conduct; and many admirers of ‘* the system,” 
confess they do not like it disfigured with blood. 

The petition of the prisoners themselves deserves a perusal. 
We copy it from the “ Times,” of Monday last. 

PETITION OF THE THREE CONVICTS. 
Ordered for Execution for uliering Forged Notes. 





[From a Sunday paper. } 

May it please your Royal Highness.—We unhappy men, John 
Driscol, William Weller, and George Cashman, the three couvicts 
now under sentence of death, (being convicted upon indictments 
charging us with purposing to defraud the Governor and Company 
of the bank of England, and ordered for execution on Tuesday 
next, the 15th instant), approach your throne in all the boldness 
of despair, and the callousness of reckless misery, We ask not 
mercy from your Royal Highness—we merit none. We appeal 
tothe Highest attribute of your Father’s throne, justice.—Yes, 
Royal Sir, justice, which God metes with a common measure to all 
human kind. We have no advocate, Royal Sir, but the justice of 
our case ; we have no intercessor but insulted humanity. Punish 
us, Sire: but by all the pangs of parting life, hear us. We dare to 
tell your Royal Highness, and call the nation as witnesses, that we 
have been convicted upon indictments, whose very basis is error. 
We have been prosecuted at the suit, and convicted at the expense, 
ofa self-constituted public accuser—the public company called 
The Bank of England. We were charged in the indictment with 
infent to defraud the Governor and Company of the Bank of 
England. 

In a court of law, that in its constitution sees your Royal Father 
present at its judgments, it has been decided recently, and subse- 
quently to our trials, that this charge is fundamentally wrong, and 
grounded in error and misconception. We were convicted on 
this false indictment. We are ordered to suffer death on this false 
charge on Tuesday next. Know, Royal Sir, that this public Com- 
pany, called the Bank of England, arrogating to itself a new and 
unauthorized power of commuting the punishment awarded by the 
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laws, did by their adocate proffer to us the boon of life, on condi- 
tion of our pleading guilty to their charge against us. We had 
greater trust in the law than in their proffered mercy; but lo ! we 
were fatally deccived—their advocate spoke. For us the law was 
silent. But, Royal Sir, the law does not always sleep; for on 
Saturday it awoke, and spoke in thunders; its awful voice has 
rolled around to all the farthest shores ; it echoes have beat in the 
ears of the countless millions beneath your world-bound sway. 
It re-echoes, Sire. Know, Royal Sir, that a British Jury, on that 
day, exercising their constitutional and constituted right, did dis- 
cover the fatal error—that error whicb had been our bane; and by 
them that truth was made manifest, which not twelve grave sages 
of the law, not a host of learned advocates, not ten long years of 
persecution and hundreds of sacrificed victims, ever made manifest 
before. 

The law spoke; and justice was done on that day, Sir. Two in. 
dividuals were absolved. The indictments against whom, laid and 
prosecuted by the Bank, were, verbatim, to the same import as the 
indictment on which we have been convicted and condemned to 
suffer death. 

By the irretrievable stroke that severs life—by the blood which 
no human power can again give warmth and motion to, we implore 
your Royal Highness to consider, that no later than last Monday, 
this public company, the Bank, came down to the same Court of 
Justice in which we were condemned, and by their advocate, before 
the type of your Father’s presence, avowed, and loudly avowed, in 
fact and in deed, ‘* that since a British Jury had discovered that 
their (Bank’s) indictments had been and were all grounded in error, 
they therefore declined further prosecution of persons charged with 
similar offences,’ for the which, we unfortunates, having been 
tried in evil days and iron times, are to suffer. 

The said Bank, by their advocate, arrogatiug the right, and using 
the discretion then allowed by the administration of the law, did de- 
cline the further prosecution of many individuals under charges of 
forgery, with intent todefraud the said Banks; and by their advo- 
cate declining to call any more witnesses, the said individuals so 
accused were acquitted and set at large. 

These are facts, Royal Sir: their comment ts the ery of the 
nation. A public journal of wide circulation and influence, the 

‘ourier of last night, echoing this cry, dares to assert, ** That if the 
jury were, in this memorable instance, right as to their decision, on 
interpreting this indictment and the law of the land ; then the hun- 
dreds who have suffered on such similar indictments have been mur. 
dered by form of law.” . :; . 

And may not we—even we, Sire, forcibly and feelingly applying 
such an argument to our unhappy case, cry out when we come to 
suffer, we are murdered by forms of law. 

That the Jury on Saturday were “ right,” is echoed by the 
nation. Their decision has been acquiesced in by Judges on the 
Bench, and its anthority as law: thcir decision has been submitted 
to by subsequent practice. _ 

Royal Sire,—We miserable victims, are but dust; but the immu- 
table principles of justice, on which stands: your Royal father’s 
throne, must never be violated with impunity, even in our own 
persons, despicable and degraded as we are. Before the thread is 
cut, which none can rejoin, we implore your Royal Highness, by the 
manes of the victims to wrongs—by ali that is sacred among men, 
and ( what is more sacred thar the justice of your father’s throne?) 
by that justice—by the pious hand that closed your departed blessed 
mother’s eye—by every other tender tie! and what is more dear 
than your people's love? for sure, Sire, in our country—pardon our 
gushing tears—yes, O yes, Sire, itis our dear country—in sly 
try, Sire, your throne must rest on love. — By that love, we imp is 
the common measure of justice which God metes to all, Jena’ 
us, Sir, but not in error or anger. May the God that guar : 
thrones, and makes fife sweet to the worm, iuspue your Koya 


Highness to act his will. , 
Royal Highness, we are your offending servants, 
Om OHN DRISCOL—WM. WELLER—GEO. CASHMAN. 
Condemned Cells, Newgate, Friday Evening, 11th Dec, 1818. 
To his Royal Highness George Prince Regent. 


LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARF. 


The Black Dwarf in London to the Yellow Bonze at Japan. 


_—_—— 


MORE TEARS! 


T must again call upon my friend for tears. Thou must 
provide thyself as abundantly, as spring clouds are furnish- 
ed with rain. Death has at last got into the right walk. He 
will no longer be satisfied with poor devils, who know not 
how to live. He is become dainty in his appetite; and will 
feel upon the swinish multitude alone no longer. Your beg- 
gars have disgusted him with their rags ; he must have silks 
and ermines now. 

A whimsical acquaintance of mine will have it that death 
is now engaged as_ principal caterer for the table of his Sa- 
tannic majesty; and that your very great folks are to that 
respectable representative ef all legitimate monarclis, what 
hares, partridges, pheasants, and venison, are to’epicures on 
earth. Should this be the case, the royal banquets below 
have been sumptuously furnished of late with the choicest 
morsels of greatness. And now Lord Ellenborouch is only 

heap of senseless clay, His titles are lost to lis ear—his 
wealth can no longer minister to his appetite. Yes, my 
friend, this haughty, this impcrions judge! this conceited 
minion of authority is as helpless as the meanest of his vic 
tims, He wiil brow-beat, he will insult no more. No more 
will he wrap himself in the vanity of bis ermine—no more 
will the terrors of the law seem to center in his frown. — Lit- 
tle did thy poor little black friend imagine when this once 
arrogant man told him be had done with him “FoR EV ER,’ 
that his puny labours would outlive the giant arm then raise ‘d 
in fancied potency to crush him to the ground. T[ have now 
done with him ‘* for ever.’ eis now silent ; his autho- 
rity is extinct; he passes to the tribunal of heaven, not as a 
judge, but as a sinner; an ex-officio information has been 
filed in the court of time against himscif:—and he must 
abide the sentence that will be pronounced without the 
power of appeal. He has not, however, to fear the practice 
of his own court, nor the precedents he has established. He 
will have justice, whereas he dealt only in Jaw, But that 
justice may not be more favourable to him, than the law 

vhich he administered to others. 

Here it is the custom to flatter every one that is dead. A 
man here need only destroy himself, to get the praises even 
of all his enemies. Lord Ellenborough i is therefore praised, 
because praises cost nothing, and no one having any thing 
further to feer from him, no one is suthciently interested to 
censure his living conduct. Thy little friend, however, 1s 
much indebted to him, He was one of the oldest of my 
great friends; and I shall not easily forget the kind in- 
tentions he expressed towards me, in my troubles. He saw 
my simplicity was not calculated for success in this wicked 
world, and he wished to take, or to send me out of it. I 
verily ‘believe he would have done either, out of pure good 
will, and charitable affection. As the lord chief justice of 
the realm, he was the legitimate guardian of all his majesty’s 
liege subjects ; and to me he wished to discharge the espe- 
cial duty of a guardian. He would have provided me 
lodging and water probably for nothing, and philosophers 
want little else. 1 owe him much also tor the partiality he 
shewed my friend Hone; and 1 am really inclined to be- 
lieve that the rude rejection of his intended kindness has 








THE BLACK DWARF. 


792 


contributed to hasten the departure of this luminary of the 
Law! 

His talent was unquestioaable. He had been bred in the 
mazes of Jaw, and knew all its intricacies, He could con- 
found a clear ease, and render a complex one tenfold more 
complicated. He could start a doubt, that profitable spe- 
cies of legal game, as dextrously as any man except Lord 
Eldon: as to satisfying it afterwards, it is no branch of the 
law! He saw through a case often before it was stated ; 
or what is nearly the same thing, he made up his mind upon 
it by instinct, which he had always recourse to in political 
cases, 

His penetration was exquisite. It is believed that he ab- 
solutely knew the difference between the doors of the coun- 
cil chamber, and the treasury, His manvers were peculiar- 
ly pleasing and amiable. We swore in the most delightful 
way, and what appeared coarse and vulgar in others, in him 
was classic elegance, and refined sensibility, The expression 
‘as false as hell!” was never uttered by any one with so 
mnch grace! ‘ Large was his bounty, and his soul sin- 
cere!” All his appointments were bestowed upon his own 
family ; and he shewed the greatest dexterity in fitting 
places to people, when the people could not be fitted for 
the places. 

In his distribution of Jaw he was uniformly bountiful, 
those who could pay the necessary fees. Law, my friend, 
avery valuable thing, and is of course expensive. But it ts a 
gre: tt consolation that it can be had for money ; and 1 never 
heard of my learned friend refusing it, When prope rly applied 
to, by a good customer, through the means of a regular broker. 
He Was occasionally very much troubled by persons mistaking 
the article he dealt in, and calling at his warehouse for justice! 
Some say that it was done purposely to taunt him; but it was a 
cruel joke to disturb a man of business in such a way. And 
What was worse, many people would call, and ask him to giv 
justice ! ! What a shocking thing! To a-k a man who sold law, 
to give justice away! ‘Vhis would sometimes ruille the usual 
gentleness of his manners. Friend Hone was dreadfully rude 
in this way, to the deceased pattern of all chief jus stices. Tle 
stood three days tn the shop, and would take po denial of his 
impertinent prayer for justice; and here the late noble Lord 
shewed the greatest benevolence in the world, for having none 
himself, he borrowed it for him from the jury. He was a great 
friend to bonzes, and great folks, hated rag merchants, and 
liked special juries, while they did as ke pleased. 

The whole of his merits, and his virtues | cannot pretend 
to recount. Posterity will be delighted with the catalogue, 
if it should ever be written. 1 can only give a few desultory 
hints of their extent and variety. He wore a large wig, and 
sometimes @ blue gown, and sometimes a black one: but I 
have not learnt whether he were wiser in the one than in the 
other—or whether the head or the wig had the best claims 
for precedence. The wig was certainly the most decent 
looking article of the two: but the union had a grand effect. 
Some said he broke the law, by sitting in the cabinet; but 
then so great a lawyer could easily me end itagain! When 
young, he was third wrangler at college : _wher rold, he was 
first wrangler on the bench. He recognized packed JUrtes 
asa part of the law; and with all his predecessors, he 
thought truth told of a scoundrel was a dangerous libel, 
which ought to be pened severely, for fear the scoundrel 


to 


is 


*yry 
dade 


should a angry ! It is very ‘dangerous to provoke 
v 


scoundrels ! 
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He will be long remembered, by those whose memories 
are good, if they have no other emplovinent but to think of 
him; and long regretted, by those who bave suffered by his 
decease, His name will be quoted in the courts with ad- 
miration, while a judge’s opinion is of more Mmportauce than 
the law; and bis conduct on the beach witli imitated, until 
juries learn their authority, and do their uty, For ty ew 

rt, J shall always feel towards his memory as fT felt towards 
himself. DL could not learn to fear bind when tiving-- and ny 
pen cannot flatter bins when dead. PT stand over his ashe: 
with pity—to reflect that there was a time, and that but a 
few months since, when this grint of the law would have 
disdained the idea of being of so tittle consequence as tlic 
persecuted Dwarf—and that now the meanest in existence ts 
of more importance to the living than the Gust of a late Lord 
Chief Justice! 

Thy friend and well-wisher, 
THE BLACK DWARF. 
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BANK PROSECUTIONS. 

Tue Bank, in suffering several prisoners who had pleaded 
guilty to the minor offence, to withdraw that plea, and take 
their trials, found that they were obliged to abandon the capital 
indictment; and merely try the prisoners for the possession, 
which subjects the parties to transportation for fourteen years. 
Some interest was excited on the subject at first; but when the 
lives of the accused were not affected, it subsided. The Bank 
may transport with our free consent, all that it will condescend 
to prove guilty. We think it indeed strange, that the Bank note 
should have more legal protection than the metal currency of the 
country. The utterers of base coin are only imprisoned for a 
year or two: the possessors of base coi: are not criminal. But 


to utter a forged note is death by the law! aud the possessor of 


one, is sentenced to transportation for fourteen vears, Well, the 
Bank: bantling isa sorry weak thing, and may need more pro- 
tection. Their amusement of hanging, we hope, is nearly at an 
end. They must look out shortly for other entertainment. The 
populace cry “ murder!” at their executions; and though 
wounded pride, and shrinking vanity, may yet outrage humanity 
by afew more slaughters, the system Is mortally wounded. The 
disgust and horror with which the executions on ‘Tuesday were 
received by the populace, will have its effect. The slaughter was 
universally execrated; the Courier has it in these words—* Im- 
«« mediately upon the unfortunate culprits being launched off, 
«‘ the populace vociferated, Shame! Shame! Murcer! Murder!” 
How pleasant it must be for the editor of that print to serve 
masters who are so appreciated by the people. Could the whole 
nation have seen the horrid spectacle, the whole nation would 
have joined in its condemnation. All that the public can do, is 
to embody its opinion, and carry it to the throne, if it be 
possible to pass by Sidmouth, and to reach it. A requisition 
for a meeting of the Livery of London is preparing, to petition 
the Prince Regent to dismiss a minister who pays no regard to the 
common feeling of the country; and to take out of his hands 
the power, which the great body of the nation must feel he has 
used so improperly and so cruelly. ‘The lives of the unfortu- 
pate victims cannot be recalled; but is it safe to leave the ex- 
istence of other miserable beings in such hands? We think not; 
and earnestly hope the prince will properly mark his sense of the 
indignity which has been offered to the noblest attribute that be- 
longs to the throne. No doubt but that, wherever British feel- 
ing exists, the example will be followed. And what assemblage 
--“of people can be found wanting in common humanity? 
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BANK RESPONSIBILITY. 
ne 
SIR, 

Various reasons have been given why s0 many 
forgeries of Gur one pound bank notes occur. May, or ail 
of these, probably operate in a greater or less degree. But I 
believe that the priucipal reason is not generally atrended to, 
it appears to me that the want of responsibility in avy indi 
vidual, or individuals, is the chief cause why so many for- 
veries exist, “Phis circumstance, joined to the Bank losing 
uothing by the false notes, removes the two principal motives 
by «hich the actions of men are tafluenced, viz. reputation 
audinterest. Tf the Bank of England were a private con- 
cern, Of Johu Smith, or Thomas Johnson, or of any other 
tudividual, he would shrink from prosecuting to death such a 
number of wretches as the Bank has dene ‘The odium at- 
taching to so many deaths, connected with any particular 
naine, would cause every man but a Nero or a Ferdinand the 
Seventh to shudder. Jt may be replied, that the Governor 
and Directors of the Bank are responsible, True: but who 
knows any thing of them? I for one am unacquainted with 
the name of an individual among them. And the trades. 
people, who are the greatest sufferers, are as ignorant as my- 
self. Directors of the Bank may be in their private charac- 
ter very worthy men; but it is well known that companies 
will do, or omit to do, what each person separately, on his 
own responsibility, would shrink from, The public appears 
generally convinced that the Directors have been criminal}. 
negligent, in vot using Means to prevent forgery ; while they 
have taken very good care to prevent themselves from suffer- 
ing by it. How far the blood of those criminals who have 
been executed for forgery rests upon their sou!s, I leave to 
God, and their own consciences, to determine. 

I have a remedy to propose. If the principal source of 
the evil is want of responsibility, attaching the responsibi- 
lity will tend to destroy the evil. And though a feeling for 
the losses of the public, for the sufferings of the wretches 
who forge, may not have any powerful effect on the tender 
consciences of the directors, attaching to them, individu- 
ally, something of responsibility may wound a part rather 
more susceptible. It appears to me that this may be effect- 
ed in the tellowing manner :—let the names of the governor 
and directors of the Bank of England, with their residences, 
be printed on a piece of paper of size and shape similar to 
that of a Bank Note, and the priuting run lengthwise as it 
docs ina Bank Note. Let shopkeepers be urged to stick 
up at their windows every forged note which they take, and 
underneath, one of these lists. The names of these men 
thus exposed to the censure they merit, will, [ think, 
quicken their diligeace in endeavoring to suppress this 
horrid evil. 

I remain, Sir, 
Your obedient Servant, 
A Sufferer by Forgeri. 


- 





MR. UNDERWOOD, THE BANK WITNESs., 
SiR, 

A few days ago T addressed a letter to vou, where- 
in I mentioned a circumstance of a man, named Under- 
wood, being detected with forged notes to a very large 
amount in his possession, and whom the Bank refused to pre 
secule, 


i tind by the ‘ Times”* of to-day, that this very raseal 
was On Saturday produced by the Bank, to swear away the 
lite of one of their vie IMs, and acknowledged himself their 
agent, This accounts for their refitsing to prosecute him : 
but it leads to an enquiry whether he has not been employed 
to distribute forged notes? or for what purpose could he 
ave so large a quantity in lits possession, with their cogni- 
cance and approbation 2? Vhe circumstance cluded to L cau 
af any tite prove. 


1, Vlaberdasher Street. Weds Ws 





ULARY OF ST. STEPHENS. 


—_—-- 


VOCAB 
Warwick, Dec. 9, LKI8. 
SiR, 
A friend of mine a few days ago asked me, whether 


the myrmidons of St. Stephen's had not a new vocabulary of 


words to dhomselves, and what they were. T have therefore 
troubled you with a definition of some of the principal, and 
beg your inserting them in your next Dwarf tor the imforma- 
tion of the LowerOrders. You will much obli: ge your constant 
reader, GALEN, 


A Traprswmav—lIsa super! or sort of coach horse created entirely 
for the convenience of the grect, without either passions, resent- 
ment, understanding, or inclination. 


\ Fere-pors Bxcrrsumas—One who is continually preaching 
about liberty and independence, when he bas neither wit! nor pro- 
perty of his own; and laughing at the wretchedness of other coun- 
tries, while be himself is tndulged with no other privilege than the 
richt of nominating the person by whom he chooses to be en- 
siaved. 

Lisenty and Proerrty—An indispensable necessity of keeping 
game tor other people to kill, with pains and penalties of the most 
arbitrary and unjust kisd, ifwe think of apprepriating the minutest 
article to the ase of our own family. 


Destr—A word ander which persons of éft/e havea right to rob 
the honest and industrious, without any fear of suffering from the 
fay S or the reproach of their acquaintance. . 

tacwa Cuartia—Anidle word made use of by the populace 
sicnifving a natural right of being governed hy laws whieh they 
const: ratty sutier to be “trample dons and an inherent claim to the, 
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possession of those privileges which they have nothad the spirit lo | 


POSsess. 

4 Sporetary or State—A great officer in whom erimesare vo 
crimes: and who, by a political species of gies (ity, Can eNercise 
arts of oppression withoutever dreading the rod of eorreclin, or 
recarding the pocgnancy of general ropreey. 

A Prersae—in former days an honor conferred on sueh as ren 
fered themselves conspicvous for ther meritand eaivent for the: 
but m modero tives it has been the wages of vena ity and 
a distinction net to be purchased at a smaller perce 


ecrlues, 
corruplion, ana 
than everlastue dafamy and disgrace 

— \ 


wig dese upon the pririleges 


A Reeaup ron tee Povan Pepnogavrn ‘worn-out pretene: 
7.) infringe upon the laws, and a 
f the people. 

iw INDI PI Preenorper any Gover 
One who on every electron lor a Member of ¢ 
his conscience to his cencenionce, sets up his Jiear Country and tis 
hiarline Precdem to the best bidder, yet ripudentlhy Gods fault 
with bias Representative for iollowing so iaudable an examyli 

CA PAPDOS ABLE MPUDENCE —— A ! miibie soleitation ior a per- 
dada pradent coucerp for the macntonanee of 


NDENWV Or ts Countrry— 
> | “L 
aridemcok sacrifiees 


SOU Ss OWRD propery, 
our wites and chy 


VSSEON OF T 


drone 

ut Laws— An exertion of that natural righ! 
hare or partridge belonging to bis own 
his corm and grass, by the 4a 


TRANSGR 
which every man haste a 
grounds, aud whch destroy both 
thority of Parliainent! 
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EVIDENCE IN CASES OF FORGERY. 
SIR, 

I perceive that the Counsel for the Bank lays 
much stress upon the exuberance of proof, as he calls it, 
given by the Bank on their prosecutions. 1 would just bint 
to him, that when a man swears he did not sign a check, or 
indorse a bill, or accept a lease, he does not so much swear 
to his dand writing, as to the fact, which it is impossible 
he should mistake. Any body's Aand writing may be tmi- 
tated so correctly, that it is impossible the writer should 
distinguish his own, The Bank Clerks may swear what they 
piease ; but they cannot swear safely to a thousand, or two 
thousand signatures made in the greatest Aurry, in the 
coure of six or seven hours, One pretty young gentleman of 
that establishment last Monday swore toa certain forgery ; 
and then added it was nothing like his hand-writing ! How 
it could be a forgery, ought to have been ascertained by the 
jury; many others may have a right to sign the same 
name, though not to copy his method of signing. ‘The in- 
spector, Mr, Lees, produced on that occasion, attempted to 
define stereotyping to the court, without knowing any thing 
about it: and if the judges would go into some printing 
office for a few minutes, just to see the outlines of the busi- 
ness, they would leave off making many silly speeches, about 
taking engrarings from the plates! and blundering in an 
idle attempt to underst: mid, orexplain, what they have never 
seen. You will perceive that Mr. Lees admitted there were 
no private marks. Baron Wood ought to have asked that 
question, before he made the silly remark about the incon- 
venience to the public, ifthe Bank should be compelled to 


produce them, when there were noue ! 





Yours, &c, CASTIGATOR. 
Lines on Reading the following Note to Moore's Lalla 
Reovkh. 
* Voltaire tells us that in his Tragedy ‘ Les Guebres’? he was 


renerally su ipposed to have alluded to the Jansentsts; and I should 
not © surprised if this stery of the Fire Worshippers were found 
peapable of a similar d loubleness of appheaticon, 


Yes, poor bleeding covntry ! thy intures only 
Could wah. the warn spirit tha olows | iphes stan 
fnowst Wepl o'er an altar Ws TMi “d, ns lonely, 
As cnerish'd as trans 98 ¢ brtahie dan var? 


The shrine of thy faith and thy freedom, onee sparhktins 


With heaven's own radiines, and scattering round 
The day-beaims of screnee- dreary ond darktirg, 
his blize in the blood of tts worshippers drown! 


~JLOW, 





‘Then wethmav'st thou, green isiand, weep for the sor; 
Ofinay, and prideia her spirits divine ; 
‘Too comsepous thy poc her name only horrows, 
Her sufferings, hor steugeles, her inackyts are tarne 
HEL ERNIE f 
13 vl cl roel 
* Phe oxmeptal ’ fersi 
TO CORRESPONDENTS 
Reecived.- Carolus, Fron: Caventry Wiberricus A {| stun?’ 


Reader, fren » Pall Mali. 3. Watson Dally. Junius of Dating 
Hh. xX. .Maddocks of Birmingham. W. of Glasgow. 
The Bvtea Dwarf, containing two Letters from Major Cartwright 


to the Duke of Bedford, wil i pal hiished on Satur day next. 


Gs 
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He will be long remembered, by those whose memories 
are good, if they have no other empl: winent but to think of 
him; and long regretted, by those who bave suffered by his 
decease, His pame will be quoled in the courts with ad- 
miration, while a judge’s opinion is of more importance than 
the law; and his conduct on the bench will imitated. until 
juries learn their authority, and do ther duty, For my ewai 
p itt, I] shall always feel towards his memory, as P felt towards 
himself. LE could not learn to fear him «hen living-- aud my 
pen cannot flatter bin when dead. 1 stand over his ashe: 
with pity—to reflect that there was a time, and that but a 
few months since, when this giant of the law would lave 
disdained the idea of being of so tittle CONSEQUCUCE Us thie 
persecuted Dwarf—and that now the meanest in existence is 
of more importance to the living than the dust of a late Lord 
Chief Justice! 

Thy friend and well-wisher, 
THE BLACK DWARF. 





BANK PROSECUTIONS. 

Tu Bank, in suffering several prisoners who had pleaded 
guilty to the minor offence, to withdraw that plea, aud take 
their tria!s, found that they were obliged to abandon. the capital 
indictment; and merely try the priscners tor the possession, 
which subjects the parties to transportation for fourteen years. 
Some interest was excited on the subject at first; but when the 
lives of the accused were not affected, it subsided. The Bank 
may transport with our free consent, all that it will condescend 
to prove guilty, We think it indeed strange, that the Bank note 
should have more legal prote ction than the metal currency of the 
country. ‘the utterers of base coin are only imprisoned for a 
year or two : the possessors of base coin are not criminal. But 
to utter a forged note is death by the law! 
one, is sentenced to transportation for fourteen veurs, Well, the 
Bank: bantling isa sorry weak thing, and may need more pro- 
tection. Their amusement of hanging, we hope, is nearly at an 
end. They must look out shortly for other entertainment. The 
populace cry “ murder!” at their executions; and though 
wounded pride, and shrinking vanity, may yet outrage humanity 
by afew more slaughters, the system is mortally wounded. The 
disgust and horror with which the executions on Tuesday were 
received by the populace, will have its effect. The slaughter was 
universally execrated; the Courier has it in these words—* Im- 
“« mediately upon the unfortunate culprits being launched off, 
“‘ the populace vociferated, Shame! Shame! Murder! Murder!” 
How pleasant it must be for the editor of that print to serve 
masters who are so appreciated by the people. Could the whole 
nation have seen the horrid spectacle, the whole nation would 
have joined in its condemnation. All that the public can do, is 
to embody its opinion, and carry it to the throne, if it be 
possible to pass by Sidmouth, and to reach it. A requisition 
for a meeting of the Livery of London is preparing, to petition 
the Prince Regent to dismiss a minister who pays no regard to the 
common feeling of the country; and to take out of his hands 
the power, which the great body of the nation must feel he has 
used so improperly and so cruelly. ‘Fhe lives of the unfortu- 
nate victims cannot be recalled; but is it safe to leave the ex- 
istence of other miserable beings in such hands? We think not; 
and earnestly hope the prince will properly mark his sense of the 
indignity which has been offered to the noblest attribute that be- 
longs to the throne. No doubt but that, wherever British feel- 
ing exists, the example will be followed. And what assemblage 
“of people can be found wanting in common humanity? 


and the possessor of 





BANK RESPONSIBILITY. 


ae 

SIR, 

Various reasons have been given why 50° many 

forgeries of Gur one pound bank notes occur, May, or ail 
of these, probably operate in a greater or less degree. But I 
believe that the priucipal reason is not generally atrended to, 
it appears to me that the want of responsibility in soy tad 
vidual, or individuals, is the chief cause why so many for- 
veries exist. ‘Phis circumstance, joined to the Bank fosing 
uothing by the false notes, removes the two principal motives 
by whichahe actions of men are influenced, viz. reputation 
andinterest. Ifthe Bank of England were a private con- 
cern, of John Smith, or Thomas Johnson, or of any other 
mdividual, he would shrink from prosecuting to death such a 
number of wretches as the Bank has dene The odium at- 
taching to so many deaths, connected with any particular 
naine, would cause every mun but a Nero or a Feruimand the 
Seventh to shudder. Jt may be replied, that the Govervor 
and Directors of the Bank are responsible. True: but who 
knows any thing of them? J for one am unacquainted with 
the name of an individual among them. And the trades- 
people, who are the greatest sufferers, are as iguorant as niy- 
self. Directors of the Bank may be in their private charac- 
ter very worthy men; but it is well known that companies 
will do, oromit to do, what each person separately, on his 
own responsibility, would shrink from. The public appears 
generally convinced that the Directors have been criminalls 
negligent, in not using means to prevent forgery ; while thy y 
wel “‘teken very good cure to prevent themselve > from suffer- 
ing by it. How far the blood of those eriminals who have 
been executed for forgery rests upon their souls, L leave to 
God, and their own consciences, to determine. 

I have a remedy to propose. If the principal source of 
the evil is want of responsibility, attaching the responsibi- 
lity will tend to destroy the evil. And though a feeling for 
the losses of the public, for the sufferings of the itetches 
who forge, may not have any powerful effect on the tender 
consciences of the directors, attaching to them, individu- 
ally, something of responsibility may wound a part rather 
more susceptible. It appears to me that this may be effect- 
ed in the tellowing manner :—let the names of the governor 
and directors of the Bank of England, with their residences, 
he printed ona & ssciag of paper of size and shape similar is 
that of a Bank Note, and the priuting run lengthwise as it 
docs ina Bank Note. Let shopkeepers be urged to stick 
up at their windows every torged note which they take, and 
underneath, one of these lists. The names of these men 
thus exposed to the censure they merit, will, TF think, 
quicken their diligeace in eudeavoring to suppress this 
horrid evil. 

I remain, Sir, 
Your obedient Servant, 
A Sufferer by Forgeri. 


— 





MR. UNDERWOOD, THE BANK WITNESs. 
SIR, 

A few days ago T addressed a letter to you, where- 
in I mentioned a circumstance of a inan, named Under- 
wood, being detected with forged Bee fo a very large 
amount in his possession, and whom the Bank refused to pre 
secute, 


| 


i find by the ‘ Times ”* of to-day, that this very rascal 
was On Saturday produced by the Bank, to swear away the 
lite of one of their vie ims, and acknowledged himself their 
Uke ni. This accounts for their re fusing to prosecute hia: 
but it leads to an enquiry whether he has not been employed 
to distribute forged notes? or for what purpose could he 
fave so large a quantity in hits possession, with their cogni- 
cance and approbation : ? ‘The circumstance clluded to i cae 
af hg time prove. 


, Flabcrdasher Street. We od: Ws 





VOCABULARY OF ST. STEPHENS. 
Wt arw& ‘cle, Dec. 9, IR18. 
SIR 
; “7 . . , 

A friend of mine a few days ago asked me, whether 
the myrmidons of St. Stephen's 
words to ddcmselres, and what they were. TD have therefore 
troubled you with a definition of some of the principal, and 
beg your inserting them in your next Dwarf tor the iforma- 
tion of the Lower Orders. You will much oblige your constant 
reader, GALEN, 


A Trangrsmav—Isa superior sort of coach horse created entirely 
for the convenience of the great, without cither passions, resent- 
ment, understanding, or inclination. 


\ Feer-pors Bxcruisumasv—One who is continually preaching 
about Uberty and independence, when he has neither wil! nor pro- 
perty of his own; and laughing at the wretchedness of other coun- 
tries, while be himself is indulged with no other privilege than the 
richt of nominating the person’ by whom he chooses to be en- 
slaved. 

Lisenty and Prorrenty— An indispensable necessity of keepers 
game for other people to kill, with pains and penalties of the most 
arbitrary and unjust kisd, ifwe think of appropriating the minutest 
article to the use of our own famuly. 


Drer—A word ander which persons of te havea right to rob 
the honest and industrious, without any fear of suffering from the 
laws, or the reproach of their acquaintance. 

MacGva Cuartri—Anidle word made use of by the pop sulace, 
sicnifving a natural right ef being governed hy laws which thes 
const: rath sufier to be ‘trample dons; and an inherent claim to the, 


possession of those privileges which they have nothad the spirit bo | 


OSSeSss, 

A Spcoretary or State—A great officer in whom erimesare vo 
crimes: and who, by a pelitical species of infallib lity, can exeveise 
arts of oppression withoutever dreading the rod of eorrerliin, or 
recarding the povgnancy of general ropree; 

A Preesaare—in former days an honor conferred on sueh as ren 
fered themselves conspicuous for ther mertt and exsvent for the 
eirtves, but m modera tives it has been the wages of venality acd 
corruption, and 2 distinetion net to be 


than everlasting dafamy and disgrace. 


Coup tringe pn the laws, and a gianiag a 
f the peaple 

iw inpreprwoene Freenocver avy Gever ov urs Couxsrry— 
One who onevery election lor a Member of Parlidnienk sacrifices 
his conscience to his cencenionce, sets up his Pear Country and his 
hiarling Frecdem to the best bidder y yet inpudently Gods fault 
with bias Representative for following so iaudable an exanyle. 
wpupence — A humble soheation for a per- 
manlenanes of 


CA PARDONS ARLE 
Sou sown propery, sonal at prudcnl concern for the 
our Wites and chiudron. 

Transaressro~w ov tus Laws— An exertion of that natural rizh/ 
which every man haste a hare or partridge belongine to his own 
grounds, and whech destroy beth his corn and grass, by the 4u- 
thority of Parliament! 
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shad not a new vocabulary of 





1g 


EVIDENCE IN CASES OF FORGERY. 
SIR, 

I perceive that the Counsel for the Bank lays 
much stress upon the exuberance of proof, as he calls it, 
viven by the Bank on their prosecutions. I would just bint 
to him, that when a man swears he did not sign a check, or 
inlorse a bill, or accept a lease, he does not so much swear 
to his Aand writing, as to the fact, which it is impossible 
he should mistake. Any body's hand writing may be tmi- 
tated so correctly, that it is impossible the writer should 
distinguish his own, The Bank Clerks may swear what they 
piease ; but they cannot swear safely to a thousand, or two 
thousand signatures made in the greatest hurry, in the 
coure of six or seven hours, One pretty young gentleman of 
that establishment last Monday swore to a certain forgery ; 
and then added it was nothing like his hand-writing |; How 
it could be a forgery, ought to have been ascertained by the 
jury; many others may have a_ right to sign the same 
name, though not to copy his method of signing. ‘She in- 
spector, Mr, Lees, produced on that oecasion, attempted to 
define stereotvping to the court, without knowing any thing 
about it: and if the judges would go into some printing 
office for a few minutes, just to see the outlines of the busi- 
ness, they would leave off making many silly speeches, about 
tuking engrarings from the plates! and blundering in an 
idle attempt to underst: aud, orexplain, what they have never 
seen. You will perceive that Mr. Lees admitted there were 
no private marks, Baron Wood ought to have asked that 
question, before he made the silly remark about the incon- 
venience to the public, ifthe Bank should) be compelled to 
produce them, when there were noue ! 


Yours, &c, CASTIGATOR. 





Lines on Reading the following Note to Moore's Lalla 


eskh. 


‘ Voltaire tells us that in his Tragedy ‘* Les Guebres’? he was 
'venerally su ipposed to have alluded to ‘the Jansenists; and I should 
not be si — «laf this stery of the Fire Worship pers were found 
pense? of a similar doublencss of appheaticn, 





Yes, poor bleeding covntry | thy injuries only 

Coula wake the warn spirit that olows ip hes stan; 
Tiaow st Wept ocr an altar as ruin'd, as lonely, 

As cherist’d as tran’s *, 98 cherished in vat! 

The shrine of thy faith and thy freedom, ouce sparktinz 
With heaven's ounradianee, and scattering round 





The day-bceaima of scienee-—now, dreary and darkling, 


: | his blaze in the blood of tts worshippers drown 'd ! 
purchased ata smaller peice | bpdigee 
| Ofinay, and pride in her spirits divine ; 

' , | ‘Too conscious thy poet her name only borrows, 
A Racsrp ror tHe Povan Prernogsyrive— A worn-cul pretence | 
Jvgmupon the privileges: 


‘Then well may st thou, green isiand, weep for the sorguws 


Hor suffermes, her steugeles, ber marlyts are Traine 





TO CORRESPONDENTS 


Reecived.—Carolus, from Coventry. 
Reader, froin Pall Mall. J. Watson Dalby. 


a. xX. of Birmingham, W. ol Glasvow. 


Whberricus A i stage 
; 5 oe. 
Junius of dar 
\ ’ 
cr. Macdocks 


The Fvtea Dwarf, containing two Letters from Major Cartwright 





to thie Dake of bedtord, wii sr RY) ished ony: satur day ucxt. 











NEW SUNDAY PAPER. 
PROSPECTUS 
OF 
WOOLER’S BRITISH GAZETTE: 
A NEW WEEKLY NEWSPAPER, 
lo be Published en SUNDAY, Jan. 3,1819.—Printed on the largest 
Quarto Paper, price Eicutrence Hatrrenny. 

Acr constantly makes such havoc of all things appertaining 
to humanity, that no apology need be offered for the introduction 
of any thing new. Itis necessary that unavoidable decay should 
be supplied by regular succession. The many that mus die, make 
room for those thatare to live; for though the press be immortan, 
its offspring are not excmpt from the common lot of humanity. 
Many have * fallen from their high estate,” and approach rapidly 
that hour, when ‘* things decayed, are swept to things unborn :” 
—imany more have fallen into ‘* the tomb of all the Capulets,” and 
are no longer remembered, even in their epitaphs. Without, 
therefore, any invidious reflection, is is presumed there is not 
only room for addition, but for improvement also; and shunning 
ihe obvious errors, the object of the Editor will be to collect the 
excellences of all. Not only a rairurun, but a GENERAL te- 
cord will be presented. It is desirable that the proceedings in 
every part of the Empire should be present to all; for in the cri- 
sis which the folly of the present system, and the madness of 
its partizans, may produce, it is only by general knowledee, and 
prompt communication, that the evi/s can be avoided, and the 
good consolidated. 

The Editor does not labor under the inconvenience of asking 
credit for professions. He does not enter newly, or unknown, in- 
io the arena. As the Editor of the Brack Dware, he has been 
some time before the public; and has not only mixed in the war- 
fare against corruption, but received the best proofs of the public 
appreciation of his attempts to serve the public cause. The same 
determination to do right, atthe hazard of receiving wronz—the 
same Republican devotion to the common weat, in opposition to 
monarchtal and aristocratical usurpations—the same hostility to 
that piebald assembly which burlesques represcutation, and outrages 
reason, in the ** preteaded House of Commons’ —the same fearless 
declaration of the Ricuts oF ALL MEN, against the privileges of 
the corrupt rew—the same constant hostility to oppression in 
atl! its ramifications, which has ever characterized the columns of 
the Brack Dwane, will distinguish the pages of the BRITISH 
GAZETTE. While the rormer continues its labors asa free and 
fair ComMENTARY Upon the Events and the opinions of the day; 
the narrer will register them in the same spirit; where the rmpo- 
sition of the Stame Dury prevents the appearance of the Dwarz, 
the Britism Gazerre will supply its place with equal cnergy and 
resolution; and it may be hoped, it will produce effects equally 
beneficial to the public with the percar of PARTIALITY Upon the 
rencn; the restoration of rriac by sury, and the last triumph 
of humanity, the pereatr of the crurL PRosecurions of the 
BANK.* 

THE MISCELLANY 

Of the Britisu Gazerre will be selected with more than the 
usual attention. A clear arrangement of the compilation will pre- 
vent much inconvenience inthe search for particular intelligence. 
The contemptible practice of inserting any thing, merely to fill up 
the columns, will be invariably rejected. Rumour will not be of- 
-fered as truth; nor falschood be palmed upon the public for news. 





* The degraded condition, aud the positive power, ot the press may be 
inferred from this circumstance. No publication but the Brack Dwaryr 
ever took up the question against the cruel conduct of the Bank, in its de- 
mand of death for uttering notes which it chose to say were forged; and, 
in three months, by that publ cation alone, the juries have been induced, in 
consequcnce of a clear statement, to interpose between the Bank, and its 
victims, and to stop the career of its vindictive proescutions. Other papers 
now boust of the hints they have occasionally given. ‘The last thirteen num- 
bers of the Brack Dware Contain the direct charges. 
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In a state of things like the present, where a sullen calm only pre- 
cedes a certain tempest, the able enquirer, and the attentive obscr- 
ver, may always find materials for interesting and important dis- 
cussion. 

Our Foretcn Reuations, particularly with France, demand 
the most anxious regard. The seeds of the revolution have only 
been buried in the best soil for their reproduction. ‘They will infal- 
libly appear again. The mind cannot retrograde; and the exist- 
ence of the preseat system in England depends, perhaps, upon the 
tranquillity of France. Imbecility in the one country, and oppres- 
sion in the other, may yet fail together. 

Our Amertcan Connection stands next in importance. The 
real state of that country, now become a matter of much anxiety, 
will be carefully developed ; the subject of emigration rationally 
examined, and every infermation given to those who may contem- 
plate a removal to that country. 

The Lecat Derartmenrt will be placed under the revisal of an 
eminent solicitor; that the misrepresentations at present so coim- 
mon, as to be supposed unavoidable, may be prevented. 

Tue Parviamentary Proceepines will receive all the atten- 
tion which they merit; and the jugglers of St. Stephen’s be painted 
in their proper colours, with other public impostors. 

The Tueatricat Criticisms will be edited with the utmost 
candour, upon the principles heretofore adopted by the Epitor as 
Proprietor of ** Tue Stace ;” in which the affectation of finding 
fault, as essential to all criticism, was respectfully declined in favour 
of other critics; and the period emulated— 

When criticissa the muse’s handmaid proved, 
To dress her charms, and make her more beloved. 

A Generac Review ofall New Pusrications, will be includ- 
ed in the plan of the Brittsu Gazette; with such copious ex- 
tracts as may enable Readers to determine whether any work be 
worth adding to their collection: and to give the cursory enquirer 
a bricf, but accurate idea, of the contents of the literature of the 
passing hour. ‘To this, a review of such works of past lites as 
are not often before the public eye, will be occasionally added ; and 
a fair specimen of the ** Sprrit oF tur Press,” given ia extracts 
from the best journals of the day, and the most celebrated periodt- 
cal publications. 

The Geverau Contents of a Newspaper will of course be in- 
cluded. ‘The naval and military intelligence, colonial and domes- 
tic—the progress of the sciences and arts—new discoveries—pro- 
vincial occurrences, state of markets, price currents, &c. &e. will 
be accurately and extensively reported ; and every means adopted 
to secure to the British Gazette a reputation inferior to none. 

Printed and published by and for the Proprietor, T. J. WooLer, 
at the Offices, 58, Sun Street, Bishopsgate, and 4, Catherine Strect 
Strand: where Prospectuses may be obtained. Orders, advertise- 
menis, &c. received as above, and by all the Newsmen in the Unit- 
ed Kingdom. 


SUNANET TO JOHN CARTWRI 

Taught in my infancy to lisp thy name, 

When my unopened mind scarce knew for what; 
Now that I feel the full blaze of thy fame. 
‘To kuow and Lo revere thee is my lot. 





GHT, ESQ. 


How have I gaz’d upon thy speaking eye, 
Tracing in it the magic of thy mind, 
While pensive Fancy’s angel wand’ring nigh, 
Saw freedom’s sacred spirit there inshrin’d. 
How have I hung upon those words of truth, 
Which, falling from thy lips of honour’d age, 
Seem’d f1lPd with all the freshness of thy youth, 
Warm ’d with the ardour of ingenuous rage. 
Inscribed upon the staialess scroll of Fame 
Shall future ages see tiny patriot name. 
31. Great Suffolk-st. Nov. 27th, 1818. J. W. DALBY. 
Vrinted aud Publisicu vy and tor tl. J. WOOLEK, 
58, Sun-street, Bishopsgate. 
Sole at No. 4, Catherine-strect, Strand; where all communications (post 








paid) are requested to be addressed. 





